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E. Corinth, XIII, verſ; G, 


Charity ſeeketh not her own. 


SO) -O ſuffer for our Countrey, 
's, Ss or our Friends, was cfteem- 
ed fo Heroically- Generous 
among the Ancient Hea- 
thens, that EpiFetns forbids 
men in ſuch caſes to conſult 
the Oracle, it being neceſſa- 
ty to be done, whether Suc- 
ceſs or Ruine be the Conſe- 
quence. To fave a Friend ready to periſh we 
find * Epiſthenes ready to lay downhis life. Arta- 


bates prblty y hated his-own'Life. as ſoon =  Cy- 319-209. ibid. 
t 


rus lia out- 


Joſt his. |} Lucins Petronins would n 
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a Ty mon, as wel Sufferings as Enjoyments. Licurgus, 
ic. vm to perpetuate to his .Citizens the benefit of his 


1.C-26,7 5,&C. 


good Laws, as ſubtilly deſigned his own Baniſh- 
ment, as mcn ; 6 ambitiouſly-aim at.Crowns and 
Sceptyrs:\_Codrus with his. own dcath redeems the 
Safety of his Army. Curtias made himſelf a- Mar- 
tyr for- his Countrey, and Socrates for his God : 
yet the publick Soul of Socrates hath not ſtruck 
him out of the Liſt of the Philoſophers, but he 
ſtands there the more conſpicuous 1n his Bloudy 
Chargders. ., The ſame Truth in a-higher mcaſure 
our Chriſtianity teacheth us: Charity ſeeketh not her 
own ; that is, not her own to the prejudice of the 
Publick Intereſt, as Cornelizs 2 Lapide and Eſtixs up- 
| on the Text : not her own, ſo as to neglect the 
weal of others, as our Apoſtle (being his own Ex- 
poſitor) explains himſelf, Phzl.2.4. | 
In the Words we have confiderable,- 1. A Duty 
ſuppoſed and taken for granted, - as always requi- 
fite, and that is Love. .2. The generous Character 
of this Grace or Vertue, It ſeeketh-wot her own. Of 
both 1n order. ” 
I begin with the Grace or Duty it ſelf, Loze. 
This is that excellent Grace which hath 10 many 
_ -- and ſuch ample Commendations in the Goſpel of 
| Chyilt, Ic is called, the bond of perfeneſs, Col. 3. 7a 
' $ 
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As the Body joyned with and (animated by the. 

Soul perfefts T4= Man, ſo Piety enlivened with 
Love completes Religion ; ſo Eraſe. Charity Eran inter 
is a Colletjon of all Good things into one, that ** IM 
which gives to all other Vertues their goodneſs 

and perfeQtion ; ſo interprets Clarivs. The moſt tr criticos. 
perfet bond, becauſe Love is the Conjunction of 

Souls, and the Soul is the perfeion of the Crea- 

tures 3 ſo the excellently learned Grotizs. The tr critices. 
bond whereby all the Members of the Church are 

pertealy united together, and do ſhew one to an- 

other all due and brotherly Afﬀed&ion; or the 

bond which tyes all the Vertues together, and per- 

fects them ſo others. Charity (which 1s a tran- 

ſcript of Chriſts love to us) is a Conſpiration or 

meeting together of all the Graces, or an obligati- | 
on to all imaginable Vertues. Thus you ſee what Pr. Hennond 
a Grace Love is, how indiſpenſible a duty, which —— 
gives life to all our Adions and performances. 

Though I ſpeak, with the tongnes of Men and Angels, 

| and have not charity, I aim but as ſounding braſs or a 

tinkling cymbal; fo our Apoſtle in this very Chap- 

ter of the Text, verſe the firſt. Could I ſpeak like 

an Angel exquiſitely, and divinely, and God-like :; P/#f4- 
had I that great variety of the Tongues which the 

Angels may or have uſed when Ta to deliver Afcmbly 
meſlages'to men of divers Regions, Countries, and FOO 
Languages : had I the Angelical Faculty of expreſ: 

ling my Conceptions to others, as the Angels have, 

which ſerves them to that uſe as the Tongue does catarinus. 

to us; yet without Love I were uſeleſs to the ©9% 
Church; ſo others-upon the place. __ 
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oncly Sermon orDiſcourſe ; or (as it: was ſaid of 
our Countryman ' Bede in an Hyperbolical train) 
make the Stones applaud and ſay Amen, Beda Vene- 
- rabilis : Could I ſpeak like Plato, of whom it was 
faid, 1f Jupiter ſhould ſpeak Greek, he would eſe 0 
other phraſe but. his : or as the People of: Herad, The 
voice of God, not 'of a Man, yet without charity 1 an 
nothing; 1 am but as ſounding braſs or a tinkling Com 
bal. Like a Trumpet ſounding a Triumphfor Va- 
nity and . Oſtentation, (fo Dr. Hammond) which 
makes a hideous. noiſe without any pleaſantnels : 


catvin & Pi- gr ike 'an Inſtrument out of tune, which prates: 


the Hearers, or gives at leaſt an uncertain ſound, 
without any diſtinction of its Notes. ThusImake 


Gratius, Vatz- AN empty inſignificant [noiſe without this-Grace of 
bl-5,Aflembly. Love, the.great bond of perfeGons. 


Tt follows Verſe 2. of this Chapter, :1f 1 have al 
:my$teries and all kuowledge, a perſpicacity andacute- 


Dr.8amiind. DES 1n Spirituals, the gift of expounding Scripture 
Aquinas in te- and all its myſterious parts, occulta Divinitatis, all 


the 
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The C anerofityof Chillin Love. 
the depths andſecrets of Divinity, and all. Know- 
ledge either acquired' or infuſed, : . TfT could an- 
il all'the Old Teſtament Types and Figures, and 
were cridied with all Hiſtorical Knowledge; fo in- 
terprets Grotizs ; All the. Principles - of Religi- 
on divinely revealed in” the Word : And if {79% 
had of faith, ſo s 19 remove mownitzjps all the de Seecatin 
4 CIARA $0 PA ff Co de oallt © - iingk- * Grotiis, Pare- 
p "Miraculgits: Faith; (as it 1s. encrally "5, Clarins 
pounidedYYfſo as ro be able 16 ſay unto ? is r20untan, Eng, Annot. 
Be thou caft into the fea, Mzt.17.50. for ſuch a Faith Cat nn 
may be without either love to God or our Neigh- Toca, Fs 
bours;- and'Chriſt-ſhall ſay unto ſuch that caſt out Autiyzw- 
Devils i his\name;, TI kzow ze not : If they. have not- 
the Goſpel-love, 'tis not. all, their. Miraculovs - 
Faith- can avail to preſerve them. in the Day, of 
Judgment. | 
It follows, -1F T give all my goods to feed the poor, verie 3. 
and yield my. body to be burned, and have not love, it . - 
rofiteth\utz nothing «+ that .is, (fay Expoſitors gene- Grotius, Dr. | 
ally) If T give Alms like a Phariſee, out of Vain ian : 
Glory and Oftentation rather than out of Sinceri- Eng. Notes, 
ty of Loveand Commiſeration of the Brethren;, if 42i=- 
I give all Thave onely to feed upon” Vulgar Airz  __.. . 
if I relieve and love. not; feed. the: Hungry. to get |...» 
Honour to my ſel; if Tconfult my Fame and Cre- 
dit with men above the Obligation ofthe, Diving - 
Precept.3 ſhould I'this give away br ng 
(without Charity), it. were fruitleG: ahd!; Pept 
cant: 6r;ſHould.T be roaſted on a Gridiron, With Aquinas, ca! 
S. Lawrence; ſaffer Martyrdom, which, is the utmoſt *#" 3«lde- 
of Chriftian” Courage'z” yet if doge;out; oFan 11 pos, Dr. 
diſcreet Zeleanandve end, and not ane DEF PFDs Hammond. 
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ciple of Love, aiming wholly at Gods 
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my Neighbours Good; and the Benefit of the 
Church of God, it profits nothing as. tg:my.Eter- 
nal Salvation. Thus -Love is that :Heroick [Grace 
Generality of that makes all we. do profitable to our . ſelves, and 
Expoſitor: t0.God an Acceptable Sacrifice. ...c ........... 
Next follows the Ads of this excellent Grace, 

from the 4th. to the roth. verſe wha becauſe 

it relates ſo much to the encomiume of this Grace, 

(never enough to be admired)I ſhall very briefly 
paraphraſe and explain, and beg your Atten- 

tons. | 

Dr. Hammond, Charity ſuffers long and is kind. It tolerates with 
Grer#is, Pri” equanimity the malice of repeated Injurics, and is 
tablus * Full of Humanity and Sweetneſs. The, Heats of 
Love are calm as Sunſhine 3 ſuch. as do not con- 

ſime but cheriſh. Love ſhews a Pleaſantneſs of 

Humour and Converſation during Injuries and 
Contumelies, (ſo > Auirojes, during the greatelt 

Eng. Annot. Afﬀront it entertains a tenderneſs of Compatlion 
7 and a real Kindneſs. It 1s the property of Love to 
infuſe a God-like Benignity into our natures : God 

zs love, faith S. John ;, and Love is fo far likeGod at 

| leaſt, as to be long-ſuffering and gracious. 

Dr. Hammond © Againz Charity envieth not. It is not tortured 
& Parev. at the Felicity of others, but delights in their Pro- 
ſperity as if it happened even to our ſelves. He 
that hath this Goſpel-love does not grow fat by 
my leannefs, is not conſumed at the proſpect of my 
Splendour and Happineſs. He does not weep when 
I rejoyce 3 nor does my Sleep break the Charitable 
mans reſt. He is not his own Tormentorand Tor- 
ment (with the Envious) at the Good of, others; 
ſo the Generality of Commentators, ' 
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The Generoſity of Chriſtian Love. 7 


Again, Charity vannteth not it ſelf. Love does Cajrten, Cate- 
nothing prepoſterouſly. The Greek word ngnge'#]= —_— 
[ome derive from the Latine perperim, and then it phyla, Aqui- 
is of a very large Stgnification 3 Charity does nothing "**- 
raſhly or amiſs. ES 

Others derive it & perperis fratribus procaciſſimis ; #1, Cor- 
that is, Love does nothing ſcornfully or vain-glori- ar, Rrafinne 
ouſly. It does not vainly put forth it (elf. Tts Cſeubor,c:- 
demeanour towards others is neither inſolent nor OT 
imperious : it does not ruſh into any precipitous Notes. 
(raſh) actions, to gratifie Vain-glory, or any Intem- 

rate Humours whatſoever. Thus Charity is Mo- p 
deſty, is not puffed up; that is, doth not arrogantly gs 
boaſt its Gifts, Graces, or Perfe&tions; it makes ; 
men in lowlineſs of mind eſteem: all others beiter 
than themſelves. Tts language is not, Come mot near 
me, I am holier than thou : but, Leſs than the leaſt of 
all Saints, and the greateſt of ſinners. Its ſtyle is, 

Leſs than the ar jo of all thy mercies. Love hath no 

elation of mind at the conſideration of the moſt | 
glorious Priviledges and Accompliſhments ; does $19, Zee 
not behave itſelf unſeemly, uſeth no man indecent- Eng. —_ 
ly in ſpeech, geſtures, or aCtions; does not demean | 

it ſelf Cynically or churliſhly, does nothing either 

uncomely or diſhoneſt ; obſerves a due decorum in 

all caſes, and gives no ſcandal or juſt cauſe of of- | 
fence. It will debaſe it ſelf to the meaneſt Offices Eraſmus & Pa- 
to effect a real kindneſs. It keeps men from all '*** 
—_— behaviour, eſpecially in'the Church ; fo 

Dr. Hammond interprets &« d2yu9 by cwawror,1 Cor. pr. nammend 
I4. 40. Comelineſs and Decency always attend on the ptace. 
upon Chriſtian Charity. | 
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3. Tie Generofity of Chriſtian Live... 
catarinus, ce Apain, Love is not eaſily provoked: not eaſily ex- 
jan ques afperated to a revenge. It is not for a ſpeedy Re- 
and others, _ taliation of Violence upon- Oppreſlors. It per- 
mits not in men any immoderate Heats upon the 

- moſt barbarous provocations: but is ſlow to wrath, 

and of ſuch an excellent ſpirit, as 15 uncapable of 

any quick rcſentment of Trjuries 3 never makes a 


Grime — man angry without cauſe, and keeps a due mea-. 
ſure where there is a juſt cauſe of being angry, as 
there always. is. where” Gods Glory is- concer-. 
ned.. | 

See Dr. Hz. Love thinketh no evil : free from all miſchievous. 


-—-—x the deſigns; or cle imputes no evil to any manspre- 
raſmws, caje- Juice or diſadvantage. To which agrecs the ſe. 
tan, Vatablus, Veral Gloſles in Heſychins upon the word in the 
Pala, Clariiie Text. And this advanceth Charity to the higheſt 

pitch ; whereas the 'other Expoſition of Not de- 

ſignihg-miſchicf,-was ſb conſonant to the Laws of 

Humanity, thatiit was praQtiſed by the Heathens 
Aquinas,cata- themſelves. Others read, thinketh no evil; that is, 
Gs entertains no 11] ſuſpicions, harbours no 1ll thoughts 
or jealouſies of others 3 (gives no; hafty credit to 
Report, but candidly- interprets and conliryes in 
the beſt ſenſe in all doubtful caſes... In ſhort; Love 
Eng. Notes. plots no revenge, imputes. no. wickednefs, enter- 

tains noevil ſuſpicions, with reference toour Neigh- 

bours. PE | tt Teriur gf : a 1 
Rejoyeeth,niot 3n iniquaty, bit” in the truth. Rejoy- | 
ceth not at the Impieties 'of men. :1s "ſo far from 


Grottus, 


"A... Joy, thatit truly grieves-at all Tniquity, Whether 
chryoſlons National or Perfonal, Univerſal or Particular. It 


inſults not on. the unjuſtly oppreſſed, not pleaſed 


with- any deceit or .cozenage In it ſelf or _ 
2s - en. 


[When a'man is onee acquitted, it congratulates his clariue & 
Diſcharge and Innocence ; rejoyceth at the righ- ape 
teouſnels of the righteous. 

Charity beareth-gll things. The Original 5 fig- 
nifies to bear up as a Pillay does the Roof, and im- 
plies the ſupporting of a weak Brother under his Eng: Notes: 
many infirmities 3 and differs from vv, at the 
laſt clauſe of the 7th. Verſe; for this relates to the 
patient enduring of what is offered to our ſelves, y;,». 
-and the other to the weakneſs of others. 

Beareth all things ; even Death and Torments 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jcſus, and to promote the In- 
tereſt of his Church. It conceals the evils of an _— 
Erring Brother, in all ſuch caſes wherein it is not 
a greater Chaxy ity to reveal it. Refuſethno Hard- Catarinus, 
ſhips, as expecting cternal happineſs. Some con- Aquinas 
ſtrue it by Rome. 15. 1. by bearing the infirmities of 
'the weak; and not pleaſing our ſelves and others. 
The bearing all afflictions without any trouble or 
conſternation, .or dejefedneſs of Spirit, or any paf- 
fionate Entertainments. 

Charity believeth all things : all things credible, 
and not apparently falſe: not relating to Faith in Pare. 
a Religious, but a Civil. ſenſe as: Faith-is the bond 
of —_—_— Societies.. Others read , Love putts 4 
good conſtruition upon things, will not rafſhly con- 
demn = man ofa Lie, _ credits all chings which = prong 
_ it hath the leaſt ground to: believe, either 1n Cha- on the place. 
rity-or by rages, oÞ Juſtice. ' Credits- all things 
pothble or probable. - Believes all that it can give 


: n 5 . : Catarinus 
_ to with a fafe and an upright Conſci Drofiure 
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"Io. The Genercſity cf Chriſtian Love. 
Pareys, Groti- Charity kopeth. all things : all things to be hoped: 
«5, Dr. Ham- for reſpetting God, our ſelves, or our Neighbours, 
mend.” H.& F 

Deſpairs of none, but hopes, expetts, and deſires. 
his Reformation and Repentance.Never gives over 
-any- probable means to reclaim an Erring- Brother 
cajeten, 4447. from any evil courſes. Hopes for all the Good things. 
>, ag conſonant with Gods mercy in Chriſt, expects the 
> on accompliſhment of: alt Gods Promiſes, and hopes 
all Good of its Neighbours; even. its Enemies. - 

Calvin, Endureth all things : que ferenda ſunt, & eo quo 
decet modo. It endures. all things tolerable- as. beco-. 
Grotiu.s meth Chriſtians. Is not diſcouraged with Relaplſes 
and Repetitions of Injuries, but. expects: better 
Dr. #299024. things even of its very Perſecutors. Enduresmuch 
_.pain and loſs to procure a- greater good to others, 
than the evil we ſuffer herein as to our ſlves. So. 
Prev Eno. dures with a Chriſtian patience, as even to ſtudy 
Notes, © peace and reconciliation withthe moſt barbarouſly 
| 1njurious. More willing to ſuffer the greateſt than 
offer the leaſt injuries. Suffering every thing that 
may promote Gods Glory, the Truth of the Goſpe}, 

and the Intereſt of all Ghriſtians.. 
Laſtly, Charity never fails. in- the. next world. 
Love is an Ingredient in our Happineſs. We ap- 
prehend-by Faith, and expect by Hope, that we 
may enjoy by-perfe& Love. When all Gifts fail, 
and Propheeies ceaſe, and Tongues vaniſh, Charity 
ſtill; remains, and is at the very height of PerfeCti- 
| ons. To ſumme up briefly therefore all the Excel- 
lencies of Charity : Love ſuffers long; 10 'tis Longa- 
\ nimity;z # kind, ſo 'tis Courteſiez vaunteth not it 
ſelf; ſo 'tis Modeſty ; 7s rot puffed up, ſo Love 1s Hu- 
mlity ; ſeeketh not her own, 10'tis Equity 3 #s not i 
ad) : | y 


The Gemeroþty of Chriſtian Love. 

ſly provoked, ſo"'tis Lenity 3 dots not behare it ſelf 
u1ſcemly, ſo 'tis Decency 3 rejozceth in the iruth, {6 
'tisVerity 5 thinketh noevil, ſoLove is Simplicity 3 
beareth all things, ſo it is Patiencezbeliezeth all things, 
ſo 'tis Faith 5 hopeth all things, ſo 'tis Chriſtian Con- 
dence 3 endureth all things, and never fails, ſo 'tis 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance. All which I have 
| interpreted from ' the beſt! Critical and Practical 


Commentators. i And fo much of the Duty-it ſelf, 
Love. Paſs we next to the Generoſity of this Ver- 


tue, It ſeeketh not. her own. Upon which I have 
chiefly fixed my preſent Meditations. 

And here two things are confiderable : Firſt, 
the Excluſion, and ſo conſequentially Condem- 
nation, of the ſordid purſuit of our Private Ends, 
without any conſideration of the Publick Intereſt. 
Secondly, hereby is included the Love of others, 
even our Enemies. Of both which with brevity 


and plainnefſs ; -and'theſe two take in the whole of- 


what is obſerved by any Expoſitors. - - 
I. As to the Odiouſneſs of Self-love hereby ex- 


cluded, and condemned as barbarous. This I ſhall - 


ſpeak to under 5 Heads or Particulars. 
I. Self-love is oppoſite to the Law and Light of 
Nature. . 


2. To the Practice of Gods beſt Saints in all Ages- 


of his Church. | 
| 3. Self-love ' dares not appear in'1ts own Co- 
ours. Feks p 
4. It is oppoſite to the two Articles, the holy Ca- 
tholick Church, and the Communion of Saints. 
5. Laſtly, repugnant to our Saviours Dodrine 
and. Praftice. - Of whichbriefly. a 
EY I.VYE 
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The Generofety of Chriſtian Lopes — 
x. We begin with Natures: Law and Pradtice. 
TheSun in the Firmament does, not monopolize its 
Beams, nor engroſs its Light, but ſcatters them a- 
broad, and gilds the whole World, ſhining more 
for others than-it ſelf. .- The Fonntam binds not in 
its Streams, but is communicatively fluent, and. 
ſpends it ſelf with a continual bubling forth. The 
Earth withholds not its Vital Moiſture, but ſends it 


forth liberally. to all that expect its Nouriſhment. 


God hath faſtened on all the Creatures not'onelya. 
private defire to. fatisfie the demands of its own. 
Nature, but a general Charity and feeling of Com-. 

le parts of the Univerſe or Com- 


Connexion between the Parts) there can be admit- 
ted no Confufion. or Divulfion without infinite 
prejudice to all theMembers. Hence if the Body 
of Nature be, like to fuffer,, Natural Agents for a 
general good will part with, their own Properties 
and Inclinations, - and acquaint themſelves: with 
Motions, to which (as to their determmate- Qua- 
Iities) they, have even an eflential Relutctancy. The 
Air(tor inſtance)which naturallymounes:upwards, 
rather than there ſhall be a: Karma; Rupture, ior 
Breach, will deſcend to ſtop that hiatus. 'Man 
himſelf is a Sociable Creature, borti irfto the world 
for the good of others ; and fo declared 'by thoſe 
who never heard of a Fefſws,, Not:a Member but 
will hazard it ſelf to preſerve our Bodies: the Hand. 
will be cut. off to prefervethe Head from any pre- 
judice, as it is admirably diſcourſed by $. Pas, 
1 Cor.12. from the 11th. to the 28th. verſe. And 
therefore Menenins Agrippe' weHt zpplicd the Fable 


t0 


Phe Generoſfty of Chriſtian Love. 
to the Romuns of the Belly and Members, to ſhew 
how unnatural a thing it is to nouriſh any private 
Feuds amongſt themſelves, when the Publick was 
expoſed to apparent hazards and difficulties. Thus 
the Law and Light of Natute preach down the 


ſordid purftit of a Private Intereſt, and proclaim - 


the ExccHency of that Love which ſeeketh not her 
own as moſt 'heroically generous. | 

2. This finful Self-Jove excluded as barbarous 
'n my Text 1s wholly diſcountenanced by the Pra- 
&ice of Gods eminent Scripture Saints, and the 


Primitive Worthies. Pardoz,,O Lord, this thy peo- - 


ple, or elſe blot me _—_ the book of life, Exod. 32. 
32.10 the generous Moſes. He had too.much in 
him of a Saint to conſult his own Greatneſs, when 
it. ſtood 1n competition with the National Intereſt, 


the general Welfare of Gods People and Servants, - 


he prefers the publick above' his own very happi- 


nels. SoS. Pal (ina.zealous Rapture of Ecſtatick - 


Devotion) wiſhed himfelf accurſed from Chriſt for 


Lis brethrens ſake, (the Jews) bis kinſmen after the = 
fleſh, Rom.9.3. * Some underſtand it of his readi- * S: Hiro 


mus, Dr. Hams 


ne to fiffer all rmaginable: Temporal afflictions. ,, 


ond, Zegerusy 


"Others (as Calvin, Clarizs, Parens, and Catarinus) Grotius. 


underſtand'it with relatton to an. eternal ſepara- 
tion from Gods preſence, upon this-ſuppoſition at 


feaſt, That it 'would redonnd more-to; Gods Glo- - 


ry tofave-the Nation: of the, Jews, "than to fave a 
fingle"perfon, ſach an.one as.the Apoſtle of the 
"Gentiles, The ſumme'is this; *When a Son of I/- 


Mr. Gregory 


rel would 'expreſs the utmoſt. of his brather]y inter critices. 


kindneſs to the Jews, he intityled himſelf to; all 
Ker miſeries; our of an ardent zele of GodsGlory, 


11- 


ce 


m4 


2 Sam. 6.22, 


(to avoid Prolixity) content my ſelf with 5 onely 


The Generoſity of Chriſtian Lowe. 
in their Felicities : Let me be their Expiation, or. 
am in their place to bear their , in1quities. And a 
greater Zele cannot be ſhewed for.the promotion 


' of the Publick Intereſt. Thus, did. Feremy ſympa- 


thiſe with $:0z in the Duſt; and his Book of Li- 
mentations is proportionably Tragical with the 
Churches Afflictions. So Gods People fate by the 
Waters of Babylon weeping, and hung up their 
Harps as uſeleſs mop, | Churches calamity and 
diſtreſs. Pſal.137.1. Nay, let him take all (faid Me- 
phiboſheth ) ſcnce my Lord the King is returned in peace 
to his own houſe. When David 1s reſtored once, 
he hath no Intereſt to eſpouſe but that of his 
God and hisPrince ; 2 $am.19.30. Thus David 
danced for joy at the return of the Ark, ſaying to 
his taunting Wife, I will be yet more vile than thus, 
Uriah could take no complacency in Outward 


' things, when the Ark, and Iſrael, and Judah abode 
inTents; and Foab and his Servants were encamp- 
ed in the open Field. Shall Gods Ark be in dan- 
ger, and can Uriah be ſecure? As thy ſoul liveth I Þ 


will z:0t do this thing. Pardoning the Oath of a 
Souldier arid a Gentleman, it was a moſt Heroically 
Generous Reſolution 3 2 Sa. 11.11. Thus the 
People brought up theArk of God with the moſt 
publickly joyful Acclamations, with Shoutings, 
Cornets, Cymbals, Pſalteries, and Harps ; 1 Chroz. 


15.28.” Theſe eight Inſtances may ſuffice as to the 


Generoſity of Gods Scripture Saints, who abomina- 
ted aſordid Intereſt, and chiefly deſigned the pub- 
lick Splendour and Happineſs. I paſs next fromthe 
Holy Oracles to the Primitive Times; and I ſhall 


In- 


The Generofity of Chriſtiam.Love. 
Inſtances or Preſidents, Clemens, Nazianzen, Ehryſo- 
ftom, Conſtantine, and Panlinus. Clemens. (in his fa- 
med- Epiſtle to the Corinthians, p. 69.) having. la- 
boured zeloufly in the ſuppreſſion of their many 
Schiſms and Diſorders, thus exclaims : Let any ore 
(of a Generous Temper) ſay that I have occaſioned 
theſe Fends and Contentions, I will be gone whereſoo- 
wer you pleaſe : onely let the Church be preſerved #1 
unity and. peace. Throw me (faid Nazianzen ) into 
the Sea to allay the ſtorms, if for my ſake there be any 
tempeſts in the Church. (Vit. Greg. Naz. p.t110. per 
Gregor. Presbjt.) So S.Chryſoſtom (Hom.11.0n the 
Epheſtars)) having ſmartly refuted all the petty Ca- 
vils of his Enemies, he turns himſelf to the People 
of Antioch ; If you fuſpeF theſe things laid to our 
charge, we are ready to be gone, to deliver up our power 


and place; onely let the Churches of Chriſt be kept in 


peace. Such a Generous Soul had the Renowned £x,4, 4: vr 
Conſtantine, witneſs his paſſionately zelous Requelt confantini. 
to the 318 Biſhops at the Council of Nice, to be at 7/4%4r. 


peace amongſt themſelves in order to the Settle- 
ment of the Church. And when ſome of the Fa- 
thers had ſcattered their Libels and Accuſations, he 
reconciled their Perfons firſt, then he burnt all their 
Contentious Papers, ſolemnly proteſting that their 
Eccleſiaſtical Ruptures were more fatal to him than 
any Wars,: and created to him greater- Troubles 
than-all the other Afﬀairs of his Empire 'and Terri- 
tories, But that of Paxlinzws (mentioned by Saint 
Gregory in his Dialogues ) will rather find Admirers 
than Followers. Having ſpent his whole Eſtate in 
the Redemption of Captives, a poor Woman begs, 
as much Money as would _—_ her onely Son -a 

Slave 


: N F 
- 


The Gemerofiry of Chriſtian Love: 
Slave to theYVardals ; he freely gives himſelf into 
voluntary Slavery to releaſe him from:that Vaſlal«: 
lage.::iSo-prevalent a Generoſity with the Pribee: 
of that Corinttey, that he not onely gave:Lyberry' 
to Paulimes, but at his miſtance releaſed: all 'the' 
Chriſttan Captives. Thus the Scripture Saints and: 
Primitive Hero's ſcorned. the purſiut ofra:Contrads: 
ed Intereſt, and Self-love is preathed down by the: 
Generous Charity of Chriſts true Diſciples. -. . 

3- The Selflove condemned in the Text is. ſo» 
horrid a wickedneſs, that it dares not appear in-its: 
own colours. If Abſalom have a deſign to raiſe his: 
Honour upon the ruine of his Father and his Sove-- 
reign, he hath a Vow to-perfotm at Hebroz ; and 
from him all our Rebelsſince have cloked their Se-- 
dition under the notion of Religion and Liberties, - 
2 Sa. 15-4 Thus {Stand and: deliver] is the: 
ſame thing with [the High Cour: of Juſtice,] .and! 


| the Saints who. ſequeſtered - and ſeized our: Pole: 


ſions and Eſtates; againſt the Laws of God and: 
his Anoited, were the Keepers of our Liberties by 
Authority —_— ? _ _—_ vs 629 

ay 2x #empove,and dovour ther Neighbours; and/ 
Seflove is-ſhehered/ ander a; Self-denying- Ordi-- 
nance 3 and fach who-would (yallow ap the pitl- 
ful remainders of theChurches Pacrimony andRe- | 
venues, oryiout for purer Ordimances amd Arlmini-- 
ſtrations, 'The Trufficking 'Gbdly are 2oJe:con-/ 
cerned thanever - Julian pag 5s [hat rhe 
Son of Mary ſhould be Grved-m Pate, and are as 
ready to- rob the Altars of God, as blis Holines- 
(@-called)ro give away the Kmpdonis of an He- 
xetick,.. YertheR very mon :ppotend 20-314 , 3 


Tooth for the Power and Purity of Goſpel Wor- 
-ſhip. * What a glorious Exchange would a fpact- 


-ous Cathedral make. How fveetly' might a Me- ' 


chanick live 'in the Palace of a Prelate? When a 
Separating Brother-prefents a Bible- to my Hand, 
and aSword to my Heart, Scriptum eſt, The meek. 
fhall inkerit the Earth. What then ſignifies the Great 
Charter or the Petition of Right 2 Donraws nobif- 
cur God with #4, was the Motto of the Cotn ih Engl. 
when this Ancient Kingdom became a ridicatous 
Commonwealth. When the diſloyalSubje& fights 
for Pay againſt the 'Princes Good Conſcience, he 
onely fights 'to deliver -him from his Evil Counfel- 
lors, and ts bring him back again to. his Patfiament 
and Kingdom. *'Tis for His Majefty's Preſervation 
that they ſeize all his Forts and Caftles ; *tis the 
Lords Caufe and Goſpel Reformation for which 
Five Members and Kizmbo#or involved three flou- 
riſhing Kingdoms im Bloud and -Confuffons, for 
which they purchaſed the Title of Patriots, and 
the Afﬀertors of our Prrviteges. The Solemn 
League was to be taken with 'Seff-humbling, Self- 
denying, Self-abaſing Hearts 5 which was founded 
wholly in Ambition and Coveroufhefs, and had no 
other publick Vindicators thanthe Aﬀpiring Diotre- 
| bo) 


pl, or theSneaking Demerrini,CFor fo we ire told 

by the greateſt Ob of therr Projefts, and the Chas I 
XKOV 

Bamaliie 


moſtGlorious Sufferer under their moſt Barbarous 
Crudities.)' Thermain Reformation mtended is the 
Debaſing of Prelats, and'the Robbing the Church 
of its Lands and” Revenues. *TFis the Vineyard 


makes Noeboth guilty and fit to die ſtill, Tee ; 
while the breath Retigion fits the Sails, Profir 
| 2 al 


'I 


: and Intereſt are the Cotnpaſs by. whitch-all :theſe 


Tie noi Hifi Los 


ſteer their Courſe in all Seditious Commotions- 'If 
a Gentleman- have a Sen that looks as piercing as 
School-ſubtilty, and as thin asa A 
licks ; if he; be fit for nothing, be1s thenconfcera- 


"ted to the Service of the Church, and does doubt- 


leſs expe&t now Gods bleſſing upen all his Fortunes, 
haying given him hisSontobe hisPrieſt. Butwhy 
then is the-young Divinity. Intender left-wholly to 

the bare hopes of Church Preferment, whileft the 
whole Eſtate goes ſweeping away to the Heir for 


the Immortality of their Families? Thus under 


the notion of promoting GodsHonour-they do ve- 
ry lagely deſign, onely. themſelves anda. privateIn- 
TERS. oft ar HG | 

Thus New Lights (as the Author of The Decay. of 
Chriſtian Piety well notes) lead men to their Neigh- 


 bours Coffers.. Powerful Teachers coin at once 
Opinions for their Diſciples, and:Money for them- 


ſelves : and the.ſccond Baptiſm of the Mynfer A- 
nabdprits was a ſolemn eſpouſing of the World re- 


-< 


' notincedin the firſt. Let your moderation. be-known 
amnto all men, is the great Text. of our men of Mode- 
_ rate Principles, who at the ſame time that they are 


Tukewarm.-. in; the things ,of.God and the Church, 
(which they chrifteg#a.Prudential _— are 


., moſt paſſionate pu} vers of a Private Intereſt. 


©... Are for aModeration ip Principles, but however 5 
. this ge we have, our geabh, AFs 19.25; is the onely 
Rulet ney proceed by in all .their-praQtiſes.” ' _ - 
Thus our Moderation 1s a baſeCompliance fora 
Secular advantage. This ſort of Moderation is no 
ather than 4. 


Dutch kind, of Traffick! and Com- 


merce, 


merce, and kept up by a ſort of Mechanical Preach- 
ers, with whom the Salary is more Sacred than all 
Canonical Obligations. Thus by an unhappy In- 
verſion the Tabernacle, is become.a Covering -for 
the Goats, and the Levite makes Merchardize of. 
the People's Sou!s, and at the ſame time expoſeth 
tofale not onely his Mother Church, but his own 
very Conſcience and Engagements. 

Thus Self-love hath many Servants, but no open 
Patzons.. They that take it into their boſoms, 
throw it again.out of their doors.. It. dares not ap- 
pear in 1ts @wn colours. . 
| 4. Self-love is repugnant .to the true Chriſtian 
| Charity founded-in two Fundamental Articles, the 
holy Catholick, Church, and the Communion. of. Saints. 
Propriety is a kind of Excommunication in this 


caſe. We do thruſt our Brethren (1n effect at leaſt) 


out of the Church, whileſt we appropriate our 
Love and-Devorion wholly. "to our ſelves. . © 


 ZbeGmmſtyefClriflian Low. 


Hence the Holy Ghoſt bath married together Epheſ.q.16- * 


the Communion of Saints and the Communication . of 


AﬀeTFions. Tis a good Note of Johz Calvin upon 


that of David, Oh pray for the peace- of Jeruſalem, . 


Pſal,22.6...T hat he who will pray aright, muſt nor 
confine.himſclf to a Sect or a Conclave, but ut Do- 
minus totum Eccleſie corpus cofiſFuet 5 he muſt be 


concerned for the Church Catholick, and every 


Member thereof. For the City, of Rowe (if Ptole- - 


my be. conſulted) 1s not the whole World 3 and 


there is a Church no- doubt out of the Walls of - 


Donatus the Schiſmatick. What agreement hath 


Mammon with God ? Self-love with a Church Ca- - 


tholick 2 a Private Intereſt with the Communion 


of. 


-whom Gain is Godlin 


-mitive Sufferings. 
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of Saints. As the body 7s one, and hath many mem. 


bers, and thoſe members of the body being many are one 


body : ſo alſo is Chriſt. 1 Cor. 12.12. *Tis a fordid 

SelEIntereſt fits in the Chair of Rome, and is 

ſuperintendent of our new Presbyteries, and the 

ſole Oracle of the ow 26 mW Churches, with 
S. 


Saints, thanFi may, 5 Reformation withthe Pri- 

o adhere -onely to a Se& in 

Religron is no Commumion, but a Combination. 

'Tis either S. Baſls concors odinm, or S. 7, 
tho 


 wnitas contra unitaters, as the Renowned 


Laud hath obferved ; rather a bandying again 

the Church it ſelf, than an endeavour to preſerve 
it. They deſtroy the Publick, who reſtrain to a 
Party onely of their own gang the Title of Bro- 
therhood : as if God, I thank thee, &c. did onely 
-qualifie men for Communion with the Saviour of 


the World, who 1s the great Prefident of Humility 


to all Mankind, and eſpecially to thoſe that be- 
heve. 

This Selt-ſeeking Partiality 1s the bane of the 
Churches Peace: not onely England, but all 
Ehriſtendom, groans under the burthen of its ma- 
ny Schiſms and Contentions. He that cannot drive 
on his own Private Projects, and proclaim his Zele 
for the Lord of Hoſts, both at once, hath neither 
ſtudied Men nor the Times, but onely Books, fay 
our politickly-referved Perſons z who make the 
beſt uſe of their Religion, that is to ſay, the belt 
advantage. But theſe Politick Profeflors, whone- 


ver fhew themfelves but at half-lights, who never 
4 un- 


This 1s no more conſiſt- - 
ent with the-Catholick Charch, and the Communion of 


- 5 £3 —w -, as 


unveils himſelf in publick, but where he is ſire of 
Prote&ion and Countenance ; who is reſolved 
that Chriſtianity. ſhall never croſs with his Secular 
Intereſts, for his Religion ſhall ſtoop to theſe, 
whom all ſides are decerved 1n if they take them 
to be wholly theirs : Theſe men had need that one 
teach them again which be the firſt Principles; for 
they have forgotten the Catholick Church, and the 
Communion of Szints. Without a right underſtand- 
ing of both which we vainly flatter our ſelves in 
the Title of Chriſtians, or pretend an Intereſt in 
the Holy Jeſus. | 

It was a phancy of Plato's, that the moſt pure. 
and activeSouls deſcended from Heaven to Earth. 
and there allumed Human Bodies, onely to be be-- 
neficial to the Publick Intereſt. With the Fiction 
F have noughtto do, but Tinfer hence, that Nature 
taught the Heathens a Publick-ſpirited Generoſity, - 
which we are ſo blinded as-not to learn of ſach a 
Maſter, 77 whom are all the- treaſures of wifdom and 
knowledge, Naturerwas more prevalent with theſe . 
thanReligion with us, to our juſt ſhame and re-- 
proach. - They a&ted more generouſly who never 
heard of a Jeſws, than we, whom our Chriſtianity 
does every way oblige to be men cf Publick Souls - 
and moſt Heroical Reſolutions. 
This then is the fourth Particular, the Purſuit 
onely of our PrivateTntereſts is oppoſite to two of 
the- Creed Articles, the Catholick Church, and the 
Communion of Saints, and contrary to that Love - 
which ſeeketh not her own ; the grand Character 
of Chriſts' 4yue Diſciples. - A very pregnant De- - 
monſtration of the .Sordidneſs of Sett-love, _— 
eli 04..0g tne 
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the Generoſity of Charity does exclude in-the 
ext, E LORE 1018; 

5. Self-love(excluded here by the generous 'Cha- 

rity of Chriſts Diſciples) is preached down by the 

Dottrine and Pradtice of ouronely Jeſas. His. Do- 

C&trine runs thus; Love one another as 1 hate loved 


Jon, John 15.12. Now the Love of Chriſt reached 


to all men in general, 1 779.4.10. to every man 
in particular, "4p to all the world without-ex- 
ception, I Johz 2.2. without exception of the a- 
godly, Rom. 5.6. without exception of Enemies, 
Rom.5.10. or of them that periſh, ſuch who deny the 
Lord that bought them, '2 Pet. 2. x. So intenſively 
great was our Saviours Love, that he became 
«wr, (lay. the Evangeliſts) a circle of calamities, 
an Iſland in his own Inundation of-Bloud, Sweat, 
and Tears, to redeem and ſave us. Beloved, if 
Chriſt ſo loved us as to die for.us, we ought alſo 
to love and dic for the Brethren, that 1s, for their 
Salvation: and this excludes that ſordid Self-love 
that now governs the World, and hath a fatal in- 
fluence.upon the Church and -Commonwealth. 
And foI paſs to the included Poſitive, That 
true Love is of that Generous nature, it will do 
good to all ; it takes in whatſoever will advantage 


_ our Neighbours; and under our Neighbours are in- 


cluded alſo Enemies. Love ſeeketh ot her own.. 
Loveis not confined to it {elf alone, but is of a 
Publick Spirit 3 a Generous Grace, that reſpedts 
others as well as our ſelves, and quits its Private 
Intereſt for the General Happineſs. And thus the 
words are equiyalent:to thoſe of our Saviour, We 
maſt Iove our neighbours as our ſelves. Of which 
| | briefly. 


briefl Bit Who * 17 4) nigh 2 
the ha © kat u if 20 a Hh 
or BUF ' but ofiely a | Kei 
expoutided,” Tho ſhalt love thy Hei 
= FO. 'By the firſt my hes off af Mankind 
Few of a Profelyte: An fecond the Fews 
mſelyes d iq, not- te che Civilitres, ho not 
ns a prog iff an 'Efemie; - ton afny. iccount Whats 
fever, *But'our Saviour hath Fully decided: this 
point; But I ſay unto you, Love jour enemies, Mat $. 
44; _ alio ( Rom.13.9, reads for Neighbour 
ITailenes, bY ay ES EI havear may 
have to d6;24 bour:”' Sfrangers'that we 
never ſay Se Eats our'corrapt” Nature 
may probably wiſh never" to ſee A gain, they are 
our Neighbours and our Brethren. -The' Phyladte- 


Qiſcs as harrow' ts wy a PIER Which'Stran- 
gers arid Enemies were CINE » - birt we have rot 
þo learned Chrith and his Thitthz" We nitſt Citteet 
we may and ought'to) preſetye #Bforher before x 


"a 


Kin nf BOAe'e yp 
can before kn Alien'; the beams 
of 'our' Love' nay! Teatret? ode roughont 


the whole Workd by'a'g ws FeQ 
kind, Love ſeeking norhes bum, 
man thatiſſiied from? 

Chriſtian Pty i "Irony hem? the 
moſt Eminetit a y, Aer nd Piety and 
Devotion. -God hath made of one bloud all the rat. 
ons of the #hr#h; Als 49 286." Fhaveindded 
the eIatelle@l) Nitar®'s ondWitfi/ariother; os 
5) t &y 


n to all n- 


Penerofiy of Chriſtian Love 
fey did xa came, rom ape & gel but, w Oe 


Xen duarely ercated-: 
| _ ont: f- him gh Race 


BE ; - Fines jare 9 AINTE War 
Iris Une 3 ſa Tert 7am, Tn this of Natyre WE are 
a lagietatss ;, We, Arg ,alji o ellow:- - 
Plies 

wits. profiporg- ; thus as Chriſt 

ans we my all ,one. God and. Saviour, one Re. 
deemer and Sandi a EF Keb, ape Hapricn, one 
hoon ber ore Y 5: 41d. therefore 
NE Head Soul with the - 


TY 691 +:324clperially labour. 
200 the peer ternal Reward ..- Where Love: is 


H pargo aur wr Fees The ſagme js this; 
Oye:lecki evi EAN dags goad $a-all, bt vſþts 
amy to the. Fouſbold of, faith, Gak6-10-) 3 loves jall 

7 n&,; bat. «ff 's Jo. enbogd,: &.P86,2:17, 
Hence, 7. Peck: it-15.ſaid, Adds #9; your! brotherly 
EX itz3/the,;oneirelating. to.alt) men, and 
B r Fae he ac the fame Chiifian Profel- 
SOUP OR Leber , 


V7 ER. full, aportance 
ES Fs BEG is ſoHrokata 
lues a, Private. tg the prejuls 
ineeraſt: thing the benefit. of 


$89, offrecially the 
ingls phiok; {ohurety 
eter of the REIN 
25 OW make Application #9. Ons ſalve. 


wir "L457 Renee In 9nn Nhages pad: Calbng 
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| ebally' 4600 pork t© 1399 eh gl ph [Ig1p na 
A Ya he wag of the thi Seda _— 
all onr petty. Projedts paid to a ſordid In- 
tereſt. 

I fay Legally, for. T underſtand not, Papular Tax 
mults 1n the Cauſe of Teſs Chriſt, 1 Polar Tr 
for pulling down, the Temple: to Ya mans 
Wall , nor for pulling down the: DICOY of the 
| Subject for to repair «A breaches of the Temple. 
Religion is the of reaſon, of Fonra It: is therefore 
- doe ol to ſay of the Church, Nown,auth-it, 

own with it, even to re £700 On Ea er ideo 


Incloſi res well . oath, by ut Fine, y, be done. ( L 
| ao my, the, Lords 
Vine ejard. Love' which ſceketh not her own,will 
carefully avoid it, as detrimental -to the Publick- 
in OR ay mars ns FE Seer, bo vavOb? 
"f v3T 


cinſd 6 to ” we have no 4+: a tian, 
for want: of Unity 1n end a q 
the Paws and Relibign Aga Qren and 
meſtick Sediticus wig er 5 gn nd Qppe —_— = 


Brethren, firide Plat and Fi 
| Grit, Foc an Heng —_ an Jo Jo 
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be The Genergſity of Chriſtian Loutc. 
ually un $_ Bpbs rderly Way! ro 
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eſt; The' Peace of Church and State 'is _ 
cled one in another ;-he:that diſturbs ane; hazards 
both; of wt make a diviſion here, deſign.the 
rain&not4 elfare, either of Church. or 'Com- 
monjvealth. yh ANA (which ſeeketh not her. own) is 
never the Author of any ſach Advice, by which 
theState-breaches are repaired by the Ruinesof the 
Church; ' which is'n thn Grup tÞ recover fr (Onee im-: 
poyeriſhed) in ſich an Age as. this, whe Wig mens. 
Charity 10 cold; and tir Devotion ſo 1lliberal. 
On'the other fide, ſhould the Diſturbers of a State 
pretend that they: endeavour the: Peace of the 
Church, we are to-look'qn them as the Troublers 
of both; which'Gad hatt.conjoyned, Lak which are! | 
no ſooner divorced than. deftroyed. 

' Fet ths then b&as'Zdous to ſuppreſs Schiſta 0 or 
Sedition 1n Lepal ways, as ever any Schiſmatick. or- 
Seftary was diſorderly ative and buſie to promote. 
it. What ſhould hinder the regular Prieſt frombeing 
as 'Zelous to Preac {Peace atid” Obedience, as.ever; 

yi8bn of Pharider to Libet the. Anainted of the 
Lord, to preach Swords, or to cutſeMerox; ? Why 


ſkould noteurMagiltr: tes be as careful to, preſerve 
the Eltibliſhied Lay and Libertie , And At once to; 
ſecrete Gripdety oF the Prince: and the Publick. 
erp by lites; ee | NE EVEr Were, Or Now | 
ae;'t0: Teduve r to the e; moſt ond Con-, 
wt 1 ſhould p (s any ma 

ES es 
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The Generofut of Criſtian Lowe. 
I ground thisDiſtinGgzon upon that Excellent Sen- 
tence of Charles the Martyr, in that Heavenly Book 
which he compoſed in; his Solitude and Sufferings. 
The words are theſe: Noze but ſuch as drive on 
their Ambitious or Covetous. Deſigns over the ruine of 
Prince, Peers, and People, can deſire a greater freedom 
than 3s allowed by the Laws of England, whoſe bounds 
evil men may call their manacles and oppreſſion, but all 
good men ever eſteemed their protcFion and ornament. 
He therefore that deſpiſeth the:rule and direGion of the 
Law of the Land, juſtly forfeits the reward and benefit, 
pre loling his own ſafety by ſeeking an unreaſon- 

le liberty to himſelf. You ſee hence (Beloved) 
that the Magiſtrate may as reaſonably puniſh, as 
any Subject. can pretend that he rationally diſo- 
beys the preſent Government... Thereare indeeda 
ſort of Pleaſant men who tell us, if we let the Dil- 
ſenters alone to themſelves, they will in time de- 
ſtroy one another, and periſh by their own. very 
Fattions and Confuſions. I grant the thing to be 
probable at leaſt ; but if hence they would infer a 
non-execution of the Laws,the Heroical Charity of 
the. Text. will by no.means allow of the Conſe- 
quence. For I do not doubt but the Wilde Beaſts 
left together in an open place would tear and wor- 
ry one another to, pieces, but never (Beloved) till 
they: have firſt devoured their. Keepers. So when 
theſe have laid their Governours at the feet of the 
Precious, they will no doubt fight out the Truth 
of Religion amongſt themſelves. So that theſumme 


fuade. the Prince and his Deputies to give up their 
| own 


"_ 


"The Generoftty of Chriſtian Love. | 
ownLives g#atie, to make prepatition theteby't 
deftroy he Advetſitics. ne; 1I' theſe Getitlemen 
be pleaſed firſt to prafiſe this State-conclation up- 
on themſelves? Will they hang awhile by their 
Necks, to ſhew the Sons of the Church, and the 
Loyal Subjects of the Pririce, the way to'the Gal- 
lows? | At'ſuch a pleaſant tate do' fome men dif- 
courfe, who think' thetnſelves the onely men. of 
Prudence and : Holineſs. If the Sectary beg an 
- Alms, Charity: (which ſeeketh not her own) will 

moft-readily give it 5 but he ſhall Deg ell he is 
tongue-tied before it be grartted that he hath the 
'Fruth on his fide, or that he is perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs fake. ' For' tet them ſpeak without 
bluſhing, and then tell me, whether an Act of Ob- 
Irvion, the Goſpel, and the Freedom of Trade and: 
| Commerce, and all the variety that Sea or Land 
affords, can amount to a Perſecution of theſe Peo- 
ple of the Lord. It may be they account them- 
ſelves perfecuted when (like little Children) they 
fſeratch and'kick and bite, andcry out all the while 
-as if themſelves'were- killed. *In this caſe x'Gene- 
rous Love will not gratifie thett! with the'pertur-. 
. bation of the: Laws either in Church or'State, be- 
cauſe herein the Publick Welfare and' Intereſt is 
Involved. LY 
A fin 
at the-Courr) 1s no fuch perillous Beaſt to be fear- 


k> wiihtes 


rous 


' - TGenenfigoChiion Loo. 


rous - Charity. will. be; very compaſſionate3/ bur 
_ rmed.into.a Faction, and incorpoera- - 
ted into a Set, g1V1 forth new: Laws of Govern- 


- When 'Once 


ment and Worſhip; Charity (ſeeking mot her own ) 
js too. much a Friend tothe Pubiik, to ſuffer theſe: 
Loculſts to devour the Land. . 


 -But they. fay, Religion ſhould be- Free. ' Þ grant - 


that, 'tis no/ Re elſe 5 but then all Vertue, . 
e 


and all: As of dience, ſhould be Free: like- 
wiſe, | But, :muſt we therefore mure up Weſtzrin- 


fler Hall, ſheath theSword of Juſtice, and open all : 


__ .the\Priſon-doors ?-/- Muſt the Sybjefts'Conſtience 
ftop-all the >Proceedings at the Kings'Bench, "and 
Chriſtian :Laberty 1ſſue. gut.a- Prohibition*to ' the 
Courts of Exchequer and. Common Pleas, and re- 
move all Aﬀions-to the Chancery of every mans 


Breaſt ?. Certainly the High Commiſſion-and Stat- - 


Chamber .(formerly. declaimed-againſt-and laid a- 
lide) :conld- never amount to the thouſandth part 


of that miſchief, as to permit the Schiſinatick Con- | 


ſaence-(which in this caſe is his private- Judgment 
pr Opinion, and nothing elſe) to be-both Pope 
and Emperour, at- once- inveſted with a greater 
Power than His: Majeſty does.duly challenge, and 
His Holineſs uſurps. If the Brethren' of the Long 


Robe are infeqed. with this Leven, and- deſirous 


that ſach.a Liberty be. indulged to-the tendereſt 


Diflenters;I onely deſire to: know why themſelves 


do-not -readiin;_all-the Statute: Books: People for 


Price, for Law:©onſcience, for Nationat/ Cuſtoms - 


the-Interpyetation of Private Spirits? Why they 
da not turn; Sedandim. Anglie' leces > conſuetudmes 
W807 Schifaaticornys)objcieatias £/1. ft this rats 
Us 


fare- - 


» Tha Generefity of Chriſtian Leve, 
 farewel Judpe and: Jury;;and'Writs and Procefssfor | 
ſuch as fear ;God are onely-bound to obey !them- 
ſelves. } (Certainly-a-Generous Charity, thatieſpou- 
ſeth the Common Intereſt, muſt needs look "upon 
this new Device asequally miſchievous and ridicy- 
OUus. ; | | 1-431 03 
- But the Diſſentersare weak Chriſtians, Babes in 
Chrift, 'and-tender' Conſciences: | Why, truly: if 
weak and infirm, and Babes, then! they are veryun- 
fit to be truſted with themſelves, far 'more unfit to 
chuſe their own Guides; for the weak' will. be apt 
to -chuſe very, Ignorant Leaders, and if Ye! blind 
.lead the-blind;.: both-will fall into the ditch. | Tunder- 
ſtand not that weakneſs: (faith.a Reverend Biſhop) 
which will not ſubmit to the: condu@. of the 'Laws and 
Superiours. "For Blind: men to refufe tobe led; for 
the Sick to, refuſe to be ruled: by their Phyficians, 
is not Weakne(s but Wilfulnefs, does:not1o:much 
ſpeak us Tender Confciences, as Head-{trong Pro- 
feflors; I do- indeed allow any one: the:Plea' of 
Weakneſs, till he ere&t an Altar _ the Church, 
and jmpydently will. corre the Publick Laws and 
Conſtitutions; but” for ſuch an one to'plead: Weaks 
neſs and; Tendernefs,- calls tomy memory.a ſturdy 
ſort of Beggars, who, | to'avoid the 'Statute:of Va- 
grants, and the Penalty of a Whipping Poſt, os 
their Arms: in a ſtring, making it ſerve as:a kind''0l 
Patent ta;excule;theiridleneſs. But allow:ithen\ 
tobe Weak, ſhallitheir Weakneſs (whictis uv beſt 
a Negative,at. worſt a wiltul Ignorance) give:Law 
to all our Kings and Parliaments, :and Convocati 
ons? The Child wilt. cry'and be.diſquieted; maſt 
he: therefore: govern. the Houſe, muſtithe Crowned 


and 


The Generofiy of Chviftiun'Love. 
and Mitered Heads give 'up all - their ſtrength to 
the-Babes in Chriſt? © This is even'as the Empe- 
rour to his men, Patas tibi injurian fieri miſt impe- 
ras 2 "Do not all Schiſms ak; Herefies (pretending 
Chriſtianity) quoteScripture for them{clves ? Does 
any man ever quote a Text for his :Afſertions, but 
he would be thought at leaſt to be touched in 
Conſcience ? + What Law of man can ever beſo 
firmly made, againſtwhich Conſtience may not be 
pretended, where. men once reſolve to unhinge the 
Government, and in order tothatto be perpetually 
diſobedient? Either then lerthe Difſenter keep his 
Conſcience peaceably to himſelf, or otherwiſe Chrt- 
ſtian- Charity, which ſeeketh xot her owr,,will not ſut- 
fer him to ditturb the Church'and Commonwealth. 
- As for inſtance I will give you three plain Caſes 
in the Conteſt between the Erg/ſp'Laws and the 
Subje&ts Confaence; and refer the decifion to all 
unprejudiced : perſons. | It is written you know 
Rom.13. and it is a Branch of the Law of 'Eng- 
land, That it is not. lawful upon any pretences to 
take up Arms againſt the King. Muſt I now go- 
vern-my ſelfand ations by Scripture and the Laws, 
or muſt I execute the Popes ſentence with the Je- 
futtically Conſcientious > Or may I fight againſt 
Charles the Second: under the late Covenant Stand- 
_ ardof Religion and Libertie ? ' Shall Providence 
appearing. in extraordinary ways: cancel all my 
Oaths of Allegeance, and break all my publickOb- 
ligations with the fage Oracle of the Congregatio- 
nal Churches ? . Shall I refiſt Authority with the 
Munſter Anabaptiſts,: becauſe it is written Kings of 
Netions 2 or pull down all: Authotity in _— 

| | 'E an 


FP; 
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andState(with the Quaking iSe&)becaufe 11-15 ſaid;. | 
Call--0 _ your Ma ef earth 2 Shall T fight 
agaivft Prinee Gherler..in behalf of King Jef with. 
the' Fifth Monarchy' Zclats?” This -15 the Cafe; 
The firſt is a-Rule m Scempture and” the Laws of- 
England. The: ſecond, the Plea of Conforence,. 
groundedupon the Interpretation of a Private Spi-- 
Tit... Is1t-a queſtion which way the Charity of my 
Text-1s inelined-in-the preſent Debate ? Remem-- 
ber that it ſecketh:20t her owr,,. and it will preſerve 
unqueſtionably the Intereſt. of the Publick above 
all the Specious/pretences of the Religiauſly. Diſo-- 
bedient: - Again ſecondly, - the Papiſt isforbidden 
(under; the; Cenfate: of .Excommunication) to be. 
preſent at the:Reading of the Common Prayers of 
the Church of Bnglend who may be preſent with- 
out that Cenfure at ourSermons in publick. The 
S$ectary abſents himeIffrom the ſame Service, as' if 
it werethe Mafs:Book. : The one avoids itas pro-- 
hibited by.the Pape} the other. becauſe tis Popiſh 
forſooth dares not approach'it.. The Laws of Eng-: 
lend authorizeit as a Liturgy Reformed, fit for the 
Reformed: Church of Exg/and. :This 1s the 'Caſe; 
Beloved 5 and. I-preſume moderately-ſtated; =: 
. Charity. Reking not her own :demands'-in the 
Caſe thus ſtated; whether-all the Ads of Uniforms. 
ty-muſt beilaid aſide, or (whichis the fins hag) 
' Bet exequted; till:His Holinefs.of : Rowe, (md the | 
Kirk of S$cytlard,' and the Saints of New Ergland, 
- and every other Set:by whom Conſcience is pre- 
tended, do all agree in the ſame Forms of Wor-. 
'Mhip.. *Tis: a-ready way: to. prevent fin indeed, 
thus t@cvacuate the Laffes of the Land: buriar the 
{--17 A 


ſame 


; 


TiC) Celia Lore. 


ſarne tinie therewilÞ be'no' Gbvernment. A very 


excellent. way' for the Happineſ$' of the Publick, 


But Chriſtian Love is tooGenerous a Grace to un- 
derſtand and endure it, ' 

Thirdly, tell the whirfing Scary, that the King 
or Church:do command; Conſcience is afraid of fin- 
= again God. Tell the ſame Diſſenter, that 

uires ng en pr metre the Powers by him- 
oo bs ained: ; here ' ou may thruſt .a_Needle, 
and he feels it riot. s Conſeience (faith.a Reve- 
rend PrelatY: Bath aus a dead pa rn e on one ſide. 
If the Seary will call 'this a Conſcience, againſt 
which he ought'not to at, who can help it Is 'But 
Charity isof too Generoys a ſpitit to. ſaffer. ſuch a 
Conſcienee to give-Lay tothe hm Chiirch 
and: Commonwealth. Keep your Opinion modelſt- 
ly toyour ſelf, but your Fa Fire Humour, pur 
Prejudices or Intereſt, ſhall'ng ithertic u the hands 
of the Magiſtrate, \nor Vo Law! to the Subject. 

ue corn ib & rage Preface to' the Lave of 
Eglnd .and puts nod ce' between the Rex 

ulay-and Diſo on Trany difference, thi laſt 


ath the prehetmricnce;; for he, not onely di ; Y$ 
withoutPuniſhmct Pit asthou ht hs more{,0n- 
ſientious for his very Shibbortifiefs. . © 


| Itiswell' obferved'by a late. Reverend: Prelat, 
(now'with God) That the'aim 'of theſe, men Mu 
 tvolible;[ſuel is: firft.to break the CORY 0 


Ge a dy = Ae As bo Pry 


that ties up-Unity mm peace.” : Ther is ſomet ed 
1ge 


wrings them' there. rerend It 18. 
theye: ſliould be coder, wit ; 


—_ Bond to © 
men 
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The Generoſuty of Chriſtian Love:. 
men to Obedience ; ©, (ay they) Godiforbid-el(c; 
But they would not have the Knot too hard ; that 
is, when they ate. to.be bound themſelves,” not 
when they have power to oblige others. | Others 
will tell you; they. would. not untie {the Knot; but 
onely turn it on the other fide, becauſe it hes unea- 
ſily in this. But.this is.a mere ſhift-in. the Garnal 
Politicks. Turn the Knot how you pleaſe, it will 
be perpetually grievous, if it bind them to Obedi- 
ence. Others will untie the Knot, but not leave 
it looſe ; tie.it otherwiſe, but bind. it as:faſt. Truſt 


pr tcndeq) may.nothave:the confidence 
t.  'Tis not an 1Oath pro fot-ra; attended 
E 10d Mantick, and. the external 

| Formalities..of a. Court, which 

ate truly renowned ; thangltheſs 
 IEQHUIFE LO preſerve aReſpact:; bur 
and Judgmtentan-the 


h Bec Nt . #4 
He that breaths freſh, bft in10:2 
\ A 


lan- 
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The Gener-ſity of Chriſtian Love. 
langurſhing-Stature, 'the.Generations to come will 
riſe up and call hine bleſſed. Let him moderate.his 
Paſſions of Anger and Deſire in the Name of God. 
It becomes a man girt; with Ceſars Sword to avoid, 
a ſordid ;Covetouſneſs,: and a proud Wrath; bur. 
what has his Worſhip to do.to moderate the juſt 
and reaſonable Laws of his Prince or his God? than 
which no more perfidious or dilingenuous Cruelty 
can be acted. upon the Publick. To moderate a 
Paſhon becomes the Generous Text Love ; but 
Charity feeking not her own looks upon the Exe- 
cution as the beſt, and indeed the onely tolerable 


Comment upon a Penal Statute. They ſay in Phy-- 


ſick, Az error in the ff Concodtion is not mended in 
the ſecond. An Excels in the Law (as the Generous 
Charity does interpret) is very ill cured by an Ar- 


bitrary Partulity in the Execution thereof.. *Tis - 


for. King, Lords.and Commons to ſay, Be.it Enad#- 


ed; Charity (eſpouſing the Publick) will ſee it du- - 
ly executed, The Inferiour Officer (His Majeſties - 


Lens) 1s neither to explain nor amend it. 
To conclude; this ſingle Text, Charity ſeeketh not 


her own, 1s (under God ſeaſonably applied) the on: - 
ly way to ſettle this divided Nation. ' For, .if:Cha- - 


rity be allowed to comment .upon our many Divi- 
ſions , there will ſoon be a fair Underſtanding. 
Such as cry up Templum Domini, the Temple of h 
Lord, not minding the State 3 ſuch who cry- up 
Trade, and not the. Temple of the Lord, this Chri- 


ſtian Love.unites, and makes them one, by repre- - 


ſnting to them, that the Church and State arebut 
_ Jeruſalem,and fo their onely Splendour is in a 
am 


- - 
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njundtion. . If Clouds ariſe berween the. 


Prince... 
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The Generoftyof Chriſtian Love. © 
Prince and the People,” urider Heaven ondy the 
Text Love can ſeatter them z for Love-will make 


"the People ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their own 


buſineſs; to bleſs God and the __ their ex- 
cellent Laws and Tmmunities ; *and Charity makes 


-the Sovereign treat his'People as Subjects, not as 


Slaves, and will not permit any unhappy Conten- 


-tion between Prerogative and Privileges; or at 


leaſt will reconcile them'{b as moſt contributes to 


If ſuch as are ſiimmoned to conſult of the Grand 


.Afﬀairs of a Church and a Nation, ſhould any way 


claſh in their Debates and Conſultations, and when 
they -meet to ſettle all things fall into Parties, Cha- 


rity (which ſeeketh not her | own ) teconcites their 


Differences, by- demonſtrating the neceſſity of lay- 
ing afide all Private Feuds when the Publick is ex- 
poſed to any hazards or difficulties. . If any man 
leaves the Publick Afﬀemblies, upon the account 
onely of advancing thereby a' Private; Interelt, a 
Generous Charity will recall him from-ſo fordid 1 
Self-love, by repreſenting that the man that went 
down from Jeruſalem to Jericho fell among the 
Thieves 3 Had he (faith S. Auguſtine) not gont down 
from God and his Church, he had eſtaped'the. Robbers, 


| Lathe 10.30. IFany man of whatſdever Quality or 


Condition be fo addicted to his own PrivateState, 
as'to-negle& the Publick, a Generous Love recalls 
Him, by repreſenting that he is void of the ſenſe of 
Piety, and iri/vain wiſheth Happineſs 'to himſelf; 
fot whoſoever he be, he muſt live iti the body of 
the Church and Commonwealth, and how canhe 
be'fafe if theſe be either troubled of divided ? If 


on « 


The Generofny of Chriſtian Love. . 
men ſhould ſo far prefer Trade above the Religi- 
on of Jeſws Chrift, as to deliver up-their Bibles to a 
Pagan Prince, and dechre themfelves-not Chriſt- 
ans but Hollazders ; and if the. People of England 
ſhoutd be enamoured of fuck an Amiterdam Hotch- 
potch, and the bafe Alloy of the United Provinces, 
who are at unity onely in the purſuit: of Traffick 
and Commerce, not of Truth and Holineſs : Cha- 
rity, which ſteketh zot her own, will rediice them to + 
Ky temperament, and repreſent to their conſide- 
rations, that Agar's Prayer, . Gize #4, O Lord, nei- 
ther poverty nor riches, is the beſt Prayer forthe. 
three Kingdoms 3 for it is an Eternal Truth of Gods 
Word, that-we caxnot ſerve God and Mammon at 
once : and it was the caſe of Zyras, By the multitude. 
of thy merchandizes thou haſt increaſed thine . iniqui- - 
ties, Ezek.27,28.-Chapters :: and therefore our Sa- 
viour, the Great Preſident of this Heroick Love in 
the Text,hath taught us to fay, Gize ws this day our: 
daily breads which I preſume (whatever be the 
Dutch Commerce) does not ſignifieSuperfluity, no - 
not in the- Dxtch Annotations. Thus a Generous - 
Diſinterefted Charity takes men off from Se&s and 
Parties to eſpouſe the common Caule, as it is Gods, 
the Kings, the States, and the Churches. 
 Soagain in the great caſe of Church Reformati- - 
| on, we have hitherto anſwered the Demand, Where 
was your 'Church before Lather ? It was (we 
fy) where it-now. is, the fame Church Reformed, ]. 
which was before decayed and depraved. Norcan 
we anſwer otherwiſe till we renounce our Creed - 
and a'ChurchCatholick. Tftherefore our Diſlent- 
ers WY propoſe (peaceably) no other Tn , 
| than.. 


 TheGeneroſny of Chriſtian Love. 

.than what is bounded within the Faith and Lays 
of the Church Catholick, we underſtand their mea- 
ning well enough; but if they have a Fancy that 
they cannot reform, unleſs they innovate or extir- 
pate, then the Generoſity of Chriſtian Love will 
not permit it, diſtinguiſhing (as of right ſhe ought) 
between the. Catholick Rules by which National 
Churches are beſt reformed, and the late Self-inter- 
cſted and Ridiculous Reformation according te 
the Covenant. 1 fay, in point of Chriſtian Charj- 
ty, Conference for ſatisfaftion of the peaceably 
-Diſaffefted is Forbearance enough, and in ſome-cx- 
ſes very requiſite and expedient”: but it muſt then 
be ſeaſonably provided that the Peace of the State 
.run no hazard by a Religious Diſpute 3 theSacred- 
neſs of the Law muſt be inviolably obſerved 3 Au- 
.thority muſt not be contemned, becauſe it hath 
graciouſly condeſcended ; for then Love ſeeking 
.z0t her own, but the Publick, does rationally dil- 
-claim and generouſly oppoſe it. Reformation 
(Beloved) 1s the reſtoring of what was decayed, 
.Not the introducing of that which was not, much 
ileſs an Extirpation of the Regular Eſtabliſhment. 
When men uſurp their Private Meetings to keep 
the people at the greater diſtance from being redu- 
.ced to the Laws of the Church and State, their pre- 
tence is not to be obnoxious to the Law for vio- 
lating it, but to make theLaw obnoxious to them- 
ſelves by reforming it 3 asExperience hath too ſad- 
ly teſtified. Will that Chriſtian Charity which 
hath Wiſdom for its Guide, allow ſuch an Inſolence 
againſt Authority, to have a ſhare 1n-the Govern- 
ment? Is it nouble indeed that the Presbyteri- 


an 


The Generofity of Chriſtian Love. 
an ſhould be gratified in his Comprehenſive Pro- 
jet, who by an unabjured Oath hath obliged him- 
ſelf to root out the Order of Biſhops out of the 
Churches of Great Britain and Ireland 2 What Se- 
curity can they give the State of ſtanding to their 
own Comprehenſive miſchief, with whom the Oath 
of Allegeance hath been leſs Sacred than the Cove- 
nant? Charity, which ſeeketh not her own, 1s not 
Þ far blind, as to admit ſuch unexperienced Devi- 
ces fo} the Intereſt of the Publick. It may be al- 
lowed a Phyſician in a caſe truly deſperate, to try 
a ous upon the body of a ſingle perſon for the 
advantage of his Artz but it is not altogether {6 
allowable to practiſe at this rate upon the Body Po- 
litick,to try any new Concluſions upon the Church 
and Commonwealth, leſt the Cure of the Schiſm be 
merely Palliative, and the Effe& Eradicative of the 
Regular Government. 

It is to be ſen in Cambders Annals,that when the 
Recuſants forbore coming to the Churches Pray- 
ers, at the ſame time aroſe this Party, either calling 
themſelves, or called by others, by the Name of 
Puritans. Ever ſince that time the Embers have 
been raked up in deceitful aſhes, ſtill moſt appear- 


ing when the State wasmoſt ſollicitous. At length ' 


this very Bleſſed and Godly Party rebelled againſt 
Charles the Firſt, and prevailing in thoſe Arms be- 
came divided into the ſeveral Parties now united in 
the Plea for Tender Conſciences. The Laws reco- 
vering again of courſe by theReturn of Charles the 
Second to his Throne and Right, theſe Tender 
and Sweet-natur'd Rebels demand now a Law to 
jultifie that which in point of fat they have ille- 
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The Gentrofity of Chriſtian Lowes 
gally uſur The pretence is, that not the- 
Exghiſh ney but Chriſtianity it ſelf CIO | 
up their Scruples fo 16 cheriſhed and.entertaltys. 
cd, againſt which. ſhould. they: praceed,, they thy 
they are damned. To this we Gy, that Conketen». 
ces for their fatisfation have been frequently per-. 
mitted, there is no reaſon that more - \ de 
granted, leſt the Government run a hazard under 
the notion of Reformation-work.which a Publicks. 
ſpirited Love does no Way countenarice of. toles. 
rate, 

In ſhort-z the Publick-ſpirited and moſt Gene- 
rouſly Charitable man ts the beſt - ly Aw of all 
our Civil and R—_ Controverſies. atrd Dil- 
putes, the beſt Preſident of all .the Councils, -Sy+ 
nods, and Convocations of the Church, the: beſt 
Perman and Interpreter of all our Parliamentary 
Statutes, the beſt Biſhop that can gevena 2 Dineelg,. 
che beſt Prieſt that \can'be {ot over a: Pariſh, the 
beſt Counſeſtor of 'a Prince, the belt ; Pre- 
&rve the publick Peace, the moſt Regular. Sen of 
the Bagh ;/þ Church, and the| moſt Loyal Subj. in 
point: eatice, ad: the mot glovious Saint. M1 
the higheſt Heavens! Ard fo G ru __ 
his blefling to the profeatDiſooucte, 
ns. Sa, I 7197 4 
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Some ſmall New Books and Sermons printed for 
and ſold by R, Royſton. 


ITF"HE Loyal Martyr and Dutiful Subje&;, in - 
two Sermons, by G. Burnett, D.D. @warto. 

Hl. A Rational Method for proving the Truth. 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as it is profeſſed in the 
Church of England, in OFazo, by G. Burnett,D.D. 

THI. The eſtate of the Empire, or an Abridgment- 
of the Laws and Government of Germany; with 
an account 1n what condition the Empire was 
when the Peace. was concluded at Munſter ; and of. 
the Golden Bull, OFavo, new. 

IV. A Collection of ſeveral Treatiſes concerning 
the Reaſons: and Occaſions of. the Penal Laws a- 
gainſt the Jeſuits in Q. E/Jizabeths Reign, Quarto. 

V. The grand Preſumption of the Rowan Church . 
in equalling their Traditions to the written Word, 
and their Jealouſie of themſelves in refuſing to ad-- 
mit the Scriptures as the Rule for the Trial of their 
Religion. In two Diſcourſes in Pxarto, by F.Gre-- 
gory, D.D. And 4 Sermons by the ſame Author, 
new. 

VI. A Sermon preached at the Oxfordſhire 
Feaſt, Nov. 167 4. by. Fo. Wooley, late Refor of S.M;-- 
chaels Crooked Lane: 

VIE. The ſecond Part of the Practical Chriſtian, . 
conſiſting of Meditations and Prayers, relating to 
the ordinary Actions of Day and Night, by R.Sher- - 
lack, D.D. Refor of Winwick.. 
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